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Next Meeting: March 6, 2010 10:30 AM – Charles R. Jonas Library, Lincolnton, NC  
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Club Notes 
News from February 
Only 19 members and 3 visitors braved the weather 
in February. Hope the wind blows more members in 
for March. February members attending were 
Saunders Black, Jack Buff, Rondel Burke, Sandy 
Catching, Jim Cox, Gale Deal, Rodney Eaker, 
David Foster, Lisa Gambini, Judy Hicswa, Charles 
Mize, Gloria Perkins, Linda Reeves, David Rhyne, 
Christine Simmons, Rutha Simmons, Katherine 
Taylor, Michael Vance, and  Nancy Venable. 
Visitors were Birdie Brooks, Kenny Hunter, and 
Peggy Carpenter. 
 

Birthdays in March 

Dorothy Carsley, Inge Klaus, Libby                           
Mize!, Diane Morrison, Ann Perry,                 
Charles Rudisill, Wayne Stockdale, David              
Taylor, and Tammy Turner.  
                

                   President’s Notes                

.                    Boy, did I ever get flustered last        .                    

.                    month! The weather had been bad,                

.                   so I checked with the library on their 
closing policy. They would not know until Saturday 
morning. The weather forecast at six o’clock said 
freezing rain and ice. I cancelled the meeting. The 
eleven o’clock weather was for just rain.                       
I un-cancelled the meeting, and we did have a good 
session.    
  In case of inclement weather, check your e-mails 
before leaving home. You can also call the library to 
see if it will be open.  
   If your road is hazardous, just stay home and be 
safe.                                            
----------------------------------- 
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Tweeting & Facebooking 
  The program on using Facebook and Twitter was 
postponed due to bad weather last month. Mike 
Vance will lead the program at our March meeting. 
 

Can Wikipedia Be Trusted? 
  If you enter a query into a search engine, odds are 
that one of the top hits will be from Wikipedia. That 
service has come under fire lately because of 
incorrect or questionable material. 
  Some colleges have a policy that Wikipedia cannot 
be quoted in a thesis but can be used in locating 
other, more conventional sites. 
   Some sources say Wikipedia is about as good a 
source of accurate information as Britannica, the 
venerable standard-bearer of facts about the world 
around us, according to a study published in the 

journal Nature. 
    Other sources say entries for famous people were 
found to be false. Why is there no clear answer? 
   Wikipedia is different from traditional encyclopedias 
in one crucial respect. Instead of seeking out 
recognized authorities in hundreds or thousands of 
fields to write its articles, it lets anybody — everybody 
— write them. In addition, it lets anybody edit nearly 
all of the entries at will. 
 

          Other Sources 
 There are a number of other sites that you can visit if 
you need information on serious topics for a speech 
or report. Using an encyclopedia-type site will provide 
the most reliable and detailed information. A search 
engine such as Bing or Google tends to return an 
overwhelming number of hits that you must scan 
before you can find the desired information. 
   If you go to a search engine and enter “free 
encyclopedia”, it will give you some reliable sites. 
   Some sites, like Encyclopedia Britannica, require 
registration and subscription fees.  
    See page 2 of this Data Byte for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 


